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I. | 
Cases of Neuralgia, or Painful 
Affections of Nerves. 
By Joun C. Warren, M.D. 


Tue nerves, being the seat of 
sensation, their diseases are, as 
we might expect them to be, 


preeminently painful. The com-: 


eg called Neuralgia is proba- 
ly the most distressing of disor- 
ders. 

It affects some one nerve, 
or collection of nerves, with a 
pain, occurring ip paroxysms, al- 
ternating with a steady pain, 
which rarely ceases. ome 
nerves are more subject toit than 
others. Those situated in parts 
most exposed to the atmosphere, 
a3 the nerves of the face and 
head, are most liable to be affect- 
ed. Next, those of the extremi- 
ties; and in the lower extremity, 
the sciatic nerve is more fre- 
quently so, thas the crural or ob- 
turator. 

__ This affection is remarkable for 
its obstinacy, as well as for its 
severity. Remedies affect it but 


slightly and temporarily. The 
most powerful agents make little, 
and often no impression on it. 
Many of them have been intro- 
duced with the sirongest recom- 
mendations, supported by long 
lists of successful cases. Yet the 
same remedies have failed, al- 
most uniformly, in the hands of 
ciher practitioners than those who 
originally offered them to the 
public ; and there is not any me- 
dicinal substance, at present 
known as a general remedy in 
these severe cases. The unhap- 
py patient, after trying a multi- 


tude of the most disgusting arti- 


cles in the materia medica, is 
often compelled to abandon bim- 
self to his fate, and sinks misera- 
bly under the unrelenting tos- 
ments of this disease. Even the 
last resort, the division of the 
nerve by the kaife, has, ia the 
greater number of instances, 
proved unsuccessful. 

The subject, therefore, is opeo 
for examination, and every prac- 
titioner is bound to contribute, 
what he is able, to the inquiry. 
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It is this consideration which has 
led me to submit the following 
cases to publication. Having no 
favorite remedy to recommend, 


and no theory to support, I can- 


not expect to command the atten- 
tion which is always given to no- 
vel medicines. All I wish to do 
isto contribute something to the 
stock of facts regarding principal- 
ly the treatment of an affection so 
interesting to physicians, and to 
humanity. 

The cases to be related here, 
have hees taken, mostly as they 
presented themselves, from a 
considerable mass, of which they 
may serve as specimens. I shall 
arrange them in-three divisions : 
first, those belonging to the head; 
second, those belonging to the 
extremities ; and third, those be- 
longing to the trunk of the body. 
The latter are comparatively 
rare, but perhaps more frequent 
than they have commonly been 
thought to be. 


I. Affections of the Nerves of the 
Head, commonly called Tic pov- 
LOUREUX. 

Under this head, I will first 
briefly state two cases, operated 
on by a mere division of the nerve. 


1. .Mr. ©. had heen a number 
of years troubled with a painful 
affection of the face, seated be- 
tween the upper jaw and the eye. 
The pain came on, once in about 
‘five minutes, in the day; not so 
often in the night. He described 
it as coming on him like a flash 
of lightning. For the time, it 
overpowered him. The shock 
fasted about a minute. 
[divided the infra-orbitar branch 
of the fifth pair of nerves. The 
patient was relieved for six months. 
The pain returned and gradually 
became almost as violent as be- 


fore. Hopeless of relief, he was 
unwilling to submit to another 
operation, and gradually wasted 
from the severity of his sufferings. 


2. Mrs. R. had been subject to 
attacks of pain in the infra-orbitar 
branch for a number of years. 


She had taken all the narcotic. 


medicines usually prescribed,very 
perseveringly, with little effect. 
I divided the nerve, and she was 
relieved ; but the pain returned 
after a few months. 

Discouraged by the event of 
these and other similar cases, 
where the disease had reappear- 
ed, I was disposed to abandon this 
operation ; when I heard it had 
been proposed to cut out a portion 
of the werve ; and recollecting 
Dr. Haighton’s experiments, by 
which it was shown that a divided 
nerve will unite when the parts 
are near together, and that its 
function will be restored, thus ex- 
plaining the want of success in 
the operations conducted as above, 
I cut out a piece of the nerve in 
the following case. 


8. Excision of the Sub-Mazil- 
lary Nerve. 

r. §. aged 70, applied to 
me stating that he had a dread- 
fully painful complaint iu the 
face, and that he wished an 
operation for his relief. It ap- 
peared that he had been first af- 
fected without any obvious cause, 
about fourteen years before. His 
pains were of two kinds ; first, a 
constant aching pain, which he 
compared to the worst toothache; 
second, a spasmodic affection 
which occurred many times dur- 
ing the day. When he had the 


latter kind of attack, the muscles 
of the face quivered, the face 
became red and swelled, the eyes 
were filled with tears, and his in 
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tellect was for the moment sus- 
ended. For the four last years 
he had not been free from pain 
while awake, and his sleep was 
short and interrupted. | 
Respectable practitioners in 
the part of the country where he 
lived, had performed three ope- 
rations, two on the sub-orbitar 
nerve and its branches, the third 
on the nerve of the lower jaw, 
where it comes out on the chin. 
These operations gave him a de- 


gree of relief, but the pain con-, 


tinued with a severity intolerable, 
and life had become a burden to 
him. 
The pain he described, as be- 
arting into the lower and upper 
jaw, the lips, eye, forehead and 
scalp. The patient had made 
himself acquainted with the situa- 
tion of the nerves of the face, 
and believed his pain to reside in 
the facial nerve, which he wished 
to have divided. | 
He was informed that an ope- 
ration such as he wished, might 
be executed ; but that in his case 
the affection appeared so general 
that there was no prospect of a 
cure ; and that, in fact, there 
were not any cases on record, of 
a successful division of the facial 
nerve at its root, for this disor- 
der.* As soon as the patient un- 
derstood that the operation was 


* The branches of the facial nerve 
have been repeatedly cut in front of the 
parotid gland ; but we are not aware that 
the nerve has been divided at its root. At 
least Mr. Swan in his prize book, lately 
published, informs us that ‘to attempt to 
divide the trunk of this nerve will not 
only be very difficult, but it will likewise 
be very dangerous.” It is presumed he 
would have stated any instance of its di- 
vision which he might have known. The 
second operation mentioned in this article 
is, we suppose, entitled to the merit of 
novelty.—Ep. 


practicable, he desired to have it 
performed, and agreed to enter 
the Hospital, on account of the 
superior advantages it afforded 
over any private situation. 

The operation was thus con- 
ducted. An incision two inches 
long was carried from the back 
of the ear downwards in front of — 
the mastoid process. The ed 
of the parotid gland was then ex- 
posed on one side, and on the 
other, the anterior edge of the 
mastoid muscle. The dissection 
being continued between the par- 
otid gland and the mastoid pro- 
cess, the facial nerve was exposed 
where it crosses this space and 


ginning near the ear, and thence, <passes on the gland, it was divided 


and a portion cut out. When the 

nerve was cut, the muscles of 

the face quivered and were para- - 
lysed ; but the patient said he 

merely perceived the division ; 

that it was not attended with an 

acute pain, and that the principal 

cause of his sufferings was not 

reached. 

After this operation, it appear. 
ed that the pain in the upper part 
of the face was diminished ; per 
haps removed. But the patient 
now became sensible that the most 
acute pain, and that which proba- 
bly had existed first, was seated 
deeply in the lower jaw, begin- 
ning at the zygomatic arch and 
shooting into the bone. It was 
entirely independent of the wound 
made in the operation. From 
this wound he experienced no in- 
convenience, was unwilling to 
speak of it, and scarcely wished 
it dressed, so greatly was he dis- 
appointed at not being relieved 
from his sufferings. He begged 
his case might be again taken into | 
consideration, and something more 
if possible devised for his relief. 
A meeting of the consulting phy- 
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sicians and surgeons being called, 
I proposed the operation which is 
described hereafter, and it being 
agreed to, was performed nine 
days after the first. 

An incision was made over the 
side of the jaw, from the semilu- 
nar notch to the inferior edge of 
the bone. (See Plate.) The paro- 
tid gland being exposed,was divid- 
ed as far back as possible, and 
turned forwards. Then the mas- 
seter muscle was divided in the 
course of its: fibres to the bone, 
and afterwards the edge of the 
knife being turned forwards, some 
of the fibres were transversely 
cut in order to make room over 
the bone. A trephine, three quar- 
ters of aninch in diameter, was 
ther applied, half an inch below 
the semilunar notch, midway be- 
tween the anterior and posterior 
edges of the jaw ; and the circular 

iece sawed through and removed 
in two parts, the external table by 
a lever, the internal by forceps. 
Between these pieces lay the 
nerve with its accompanying ar- 
tery and vein, at the point where 
they penetrate the bone. At the 
superior edge of the hole in the 
bone was seen the large internal 
maxillary vein, pulsating from the 
movements of the artery. The 
sub-maxillary nerve being now 
raised on a probe, the patient di- 
rectly exclaimed that this was 
the seat of his sufferings. Half 
an inch of this nerve was cut out, 


and on examination, it was found 


to comprehend the branch given 
to the internal face of the lower 
jaw. The artery was tied with- 
out difficulty. The transverse 
artery of the face had been pre- 
viously tied on each side of the 
wound. A suture was employed 
to briog together the two parts of 
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the parotid gland, and the wound 
closed by adhesive plaster. 

The patient said that the pain 
of this operation could not be 
compared with that from his dis- 
order. The pain on the wounding 
and dividing the maxillary nerve 
was most acute. 

On the evening of the opera- 
tion, he was relieved from pain, 
the first time for four years ; and 
had no return of it afterward. On 
passing a probe into the wound 
three or four days after, a branch 
of nerve in the masseter was 
touched, and a violent pain pro- 
duced. The pain did not, howe- 
ver, return, nor had he any threat- 
ening of his former attacks. On 
the nineteenth day from the se- 
cond operation, his wounds being 
nearly healed, he left the Hospi- 
tal perfeetly cured of his disease, 
with the strongest conviction it 
would not recur, and not a little 
gratified by his own perseverance. 


4. Excision of the Infra- Orbitar 
erve 


Encouraged by the result of the 
last case I operated in the same 
manner in the following cases. 


Mary Tucker, aged fifty-one, 
admitted into the Massachusetts 
General Hospital 24th April, 1824. 

Has a pain in the left side 
of the face, situated in the infra- 
orbitary foramen, but often ex- 
tending to the jaws and occasion- 
ing a sense of tightness and burn- 
ing in these parts. She describes 
the pain as acute and lancinating, 
and as always aggravated by ex- 

osure to coid and by fatigue. 
uring the paroxysms her vision 
is much impaired, and when they 
are severe, the face swells very 
much. There are moments when 
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she is free from complaint, but 
talking or exertion is apt to bring 
it on again. The disease is most 
troublesome at night, and pre- 
vents sleep, Says she has not 
slept all aight for a number of 
ars. 
She has had this disease for 
eighteen years. For six months 
ast has had almost constant pain. 
ars she has had the cow pock, 
was very ill, and in her recover 
had pain and stiffness in the le 
side of her face, with an inclina- 
tion of the face to the left side. 
This lasted three months ; during 
the warm weather she was free 
from this affection, but, in cold 
weather, it recurred, and has 
gradually assumed its present 
form. She had rather a feeble 
constitution originally, but enjoyed 
tolerable health previous to the 
present disease. Has occasion- 


ally used anodynes with advantage 
at night. Has always been rather 


costive. 
R. Solut. Sulph. Magnes. & iij. 


29th.— Operation. The head 
was inclined to the right shoulder, 
resting upon the breast of an as- 
sistant. An incision was then 
made directly over the nerve, 
from the orbit, downwards about 
an inch. The seat of the nerve 
was made certain by passing a 
probe into the wound. Then the 
nerve being fully exposed, was 
divided near the infra-orbitar for- 
amen ; a piece half an inch long 
was dissected out and removed 
with its incipient ramifications. 
After the operation, a few smali 
vessels bled considerably, which 
were restrained by sponges and 
cold water. The patient was 
then returned to her bed. 

30th. At two o’clock, yester- 
day, the sponge was removed, and 


the vessels bled as copiously as 
before. A layer of lint was placed 
in the wound. The patient com- 
pisinet of some soreness and pain 
ast evening, and was directed to 
take thirty drops of laudanum. 
This mornivg is tolerably com- 
fortable ; says she passed a quiet 
night. Now the situation of the 
pain has altered; since the ope- 
ration, it is more confined to the 
parts about the lower jaw. Bowels 
well. Face alittle swollen. From 
this time the pain gradually dimi- 
nished, and in June she left the 
Hospital, entirely cured. 


5. Margaret Andrews, 

ed 57. Entered the Mass. Gen. 

ospital March 16, 1827. 

Six years ago, had a cari- 
ous tooth in upper jaw, on left 
side ; at the same time began to 
have darting or jumping pain on 
left side, commencing at this 
tooth and passing up the cheek. 
Had the tooth extracted with 
some relief. Paroxysms of pain 
have gradualiy increased in vio- 
lence and duration—are worst, as 
she thinks, in August and Septem- 
ber. They now commence as at 
first. The pain passes to the 
cheek bone where it is most se- 
vere : it then starts in two courses, 
one passing the external, the other 
the internal angle of the left eye, 
and is again felt at a spot on the 
forehead. The pains sometimes 
extend to the back of the head. 
When the pain is most severe, 
she cannot bear the slightest touch 
upon the cheek. Severe parox- 
ysms produce nausea; they are 
brought on by taking hot or cold 
substances, or by exposure to cold 
air. Her appetite is tolerably 
good ; tongue clean,—is u:wble to 
extend it equally on beth sides: 


Bowels prone to costiveness. 
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Ceased menstruating at forty- 
eight or forty-nine ; does not know 
which. Has used pills of ex- 
tract of stramonium and ipecac. 
with some relief. 

March 17. Take of the ez- 
tract of stramonium sizty grains, 
and make into twelve pills. Let 
her take them every four hours, 
beginning with one pill and adding 
one to each dose. Also when the 
pain is urgent at night let her take 
two grains of the extract of stra- 
monium. 

March 20. Now takes six pills 
three times aday. 22. Pains di- 
minished. Is very dizzy for an 
hour after each dose of pills. 
25. Pains were severe ; dizziness 
less. 30. Take of the carbonate 
of iron, sixty grains three times a 
day. April 5. Dose of the car- 
bonate increased to eighty grains 
three times a day. 11. Pains on 
the whole undiminished during 
nearly a month, while she has 
been in the hospital. Referred 
to the care of the surgeon. 


A blister two inches square was 
applied to the cheek and dressed 
daily with a plaster consisting of 
extract of belladonna Ziij., resi- 
nous plaster, half an ounce. 16. 
Take of extract of belladonna, one 
grain three times a day. This 

uantity produced nausea and 
ye A but was continued to 
the 22d, when her pains were as 
severeasever. Qvmit all the re- 
medies and jet her take two 
ounces of the purgative solution, 
as preparatory to an operation, 
after two days of rest from medi- 
cine. . 

April 24. 
thus performed. 

An fncision one inch and a half 
Jong was made froma point half an 


The operation was 


inch below the middle of the orbit 
towards the middle of the left half 
of the upper lip; the periosteum 
was exposed to view with the sub- 
orbitar nerve lying thereon and 
beginning to divide. The nerve, 
as it arises from the sub-orbitar 
foramen, was cut across, then 
the inferior part being raised and 
dissected up, for half an inch, 
was cut off. The patient ex- 

ressed some pain on the touch- 
ing and division of the nerve, and 
at the same time a satisfaction at 
feeling that the source of her 
suffering was reached. 

After the operation the tics 
never appeared; but she had 
some pain, which rapidly dimi- 
nished till the 14th of the follow- 
ing month, when she was dis- 
charged : and I had the satisfac- 
tion to hear from her some months 
after, that she had no pain subse- 
quently to her quitting the hos- 
pital. 


6.—.Affection of the Supra-Or- 
bitar Nerve cured without Opera- 
tion. 

A gentleman applied to me 
for relief for a painful affection of 
the supra-orbitar nerve, extend- 
ing from the eye ta the top of 
the head. The pain began six 
months before. It occurred in 
short paroxysms, a number of 
times a day. Finding he had 
used many remedies without ad- 
vantage, I advised him to have 
the nerve divided. On hearing 
of this, he left me rather precipi- 
tately, and I thought I had lost 
him. A considerable time after, © 
he came to let me know that he 
was entirely well, and dated his 
recovery from the time he heard .~ 
the proposal of an operation. 

(Continued in the next namber.). 
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The following letter contains a 
most satisfactory account of the in- 
troduction of the smallpox into Hali- 
fax, and its general character. It 
shows also to what extent the small- 
pox and vaccination are preventives 
of secondary smallpox or varioloid, 
and demonstrates the utility of re- 
vaccination, 


Letter from Dr. Atwon, of Hali- 
faz, to Dr. Warren, of Boston. 


Halifax, December 29, 1827. 
My Dear Sir, 


I am not conscious of having 
‘any facts to communicate to you 
relative to the Epidemic which 
has been lately raging here, that 
will not be familiar to you and 
other well informed practitioners. 
—Variola and Varicella are both 
well known, and formerly were 
considered distinct diseases. The 
industry of Mr. Thompson, in his 
publication on Varioloid disease, 
has collected a body of facts 
which unsettles our former opin- 
ion as to their being separate af- 
fections, and at the same time 
presents us with every appear- 
ance which the Varioloid usually 
exhibits. To his work I must 
therefore refer you to supply any 
deficiencies there may be in the 
imperfect sketch I may send you. 

he restrictions formerly im- 
posed by the laws of Great Bri- 
tain upon vessels carrying passen- 

ers to the Colonies, which regu- 
ated their number according to 
the tonnage of the vessel, render- 
ed certain proportion of provision 
necessary, and compelled « the 
owners to provide a medical gen- 
tleman to take charge of them, 
were repealed during the last 
Session of Parliament, with a 


view of facilitating emigration 
from Ireland, &c. The conse- 
quence of which has been, that a 
much greater number of emi- 
grants, and in a more destitute 
condition, have arrived this year 
than at any former period. Ty- 
phus fever and dysentery came in 
every vessel, occasioned by their 
close confinement and miserable 
living. In one of these vessels, 
the Bolivar, which arrived in Ju- 
ly, a case of smallpox had occur- 
red during the passage, but it did 
not appear to have communicated 
among the passengers, the child 
and its nurse having been confined 
in the long boat upon deck, as 
soon as ihe eruption was discover- 
ed. The passengers were allow- 
ed to land and were soon lodged 
in different parts of the town. 
Not long, however, after this, 
several cases of smallpox occur- 
red among the children that had 
arrived. and as no care was taken 
to prevent the spread of the in- 
fection, but in some instances in- 
oculation for smallpox was prac- 
tised, the discase became gene- 
rally diffused. The neglect with 
which the lower orders of the 
people have treated vaccination, 
or the insufficient manner in 
which they have had it perform- 
ed, has rendered them more gen- 


erally the victims of smallpox,— 


the fatal cases with a few excep- 
tions being altogether confined to 
them,—a fact which speaks vol- 
umes in praise of vaccination. 
The smallpox we have here 
appears of a very malignant cha- — 
racter. Most generally it has 


been confluent, and when those 
unprotected by previousiy having | 
had the disease or by vaccination, 
have been attacked with if, the 
fatal cases. have, I should think, 
been in the proportion of one in 
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three. The symptoms that have 
attended it do not vary from what 
usually accompanies the epidem- 


‘ic. In many, death has occurred 


as early as the fifth day, the pock 
not filling, and being accompanied 
With petechie or delirium,— 
whilst the suffering of the greater 
part has been protracted to the 
thirteenth or fourteenth day when 
the secondary fever proved fatal. 
Some few have died suddenly af- 
ter desquamation had taken place. 
The Blacks have suffered propor- 
tionally more than white persons, 


and generally at an earlier ‘stage 


of the disease. Menorrhagia and 
abortion in females, and other 
sanguineous discharges from the 
nose, stomach and intestines have 
been frequent. The most singu- 
lar thing in this epidemic has 
been, the many instances it has 
afforded of the constitution not 
having been fortified against its 
virulence by previous vaccination 
or by the smallpox itself. Seve- 
ral well authenticated cases have 
occurred of genuine smallpox, both 
after vaccination and after small- 
por, whether received by tnocu- 
lation or taken in the natural way, 
and death has occurred in each 
case. That smallpox occurred 
twice in the same individual was 
a fact well known to medical 
men, but it was always consider- 
ed when it did so rather as an ex- 
ception to a general rule ; I was 
not therefore prepared to meet 
with so many instances of it as 


here presented themselves. 
Much more frequent however has 
been the occurrence of the modi- 


fied variety of smallpox, or va- 
rioloid disease, than that of genu- 
ine smallpox. I could send you 


very many cases in which the va- 
rioloid had succeeded both small- 
pox and cow pock. lw two breth- 


ers, in whom, from their situation 
in society, no doubt could have 
arisen, one of whom indeed bore 
ample marks of having had small- 
pox severely, this disease occur- 
red this autumn ; they had been 
inoculated in 1801. In both these 
cases the inflammatory eruptive 
fever was severe, lasted four or 
five days, preceded by languor, 
pain in the limbs, &c., but ceased 
when the eruption showed itself. 
In one of them the eruption was 
numerous, and in some parts of 
the face confluent. The fifth day 


it dried away, no secondary fever 
followed, and a recovery soon 


took place. The duration of the 
eruption, and absence of seconda- 
ry fever, are the leading distinc- 
tions between the varioloid and 
smallpox. There is something 
also in the appearance of the pus- 
tule when it is coming out which 
I think indicates what the disease 
will be, but I do not know if I 
could convey accurately to you 
by description in what that differ- 
ence consists. ‘The varioloid dis- 
ease has been more prevalent 
among persons who had been pre- 
viously vaccinated, than among 
those who had the smallpox for- 
merly, and its severity has, I 
think, been in some degree pro- 
portionate to the distance of time 
in which vaccination had been 

erformed, as if the counteract- 
ing efficacy of vaccine inoculation 
in time lost its power on the sys- 
tem. In my own practice I have 
met with but one instance in 
which death ensued where vacci- 
nation had been previously per- 
formed, and this was not a case 
in which there is not room for 
some doubt. The lady was one 
among the first who was vacci- 
nated here twenty-five years ago. 
I did not think of ths 
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arm to ascertain the character of that complete preventive; and in 


the cicatrix uatil the eruption had 
come out, and then I could not 
discover any. From the charac- 
ter of the professional gentleman 
who was the medical attendant at 
that period, and the intelligence 
and recollection of her mother, I 
have no doubt but it was effectu- 
ally performed. In this case the 
disease was very violent, the 
pock did not tura until the tenth 
day, and death took place on the 
thirteenth. One of the brothers 
had smallpox, also severely con- 
fluent, who had been vaccinated 
about fifteen years since ; no sec- 
oudary fever, however, took place 
at the period of desquamation, 
and thus his life was preserved. 
With the exception of the young- 
est, the remainder of this family, 
four in number, had varioloid dis- 
ease in which the symptoms were 
very mild. The one who had the 
smallpox, had a remarkably well 
indented punctured cicatrix, such 
as should always succeed the cow 
pock vesicle, and | have no doubt 
that his recovery is to be attri- 
buted to the partial remaining ef- 
ficacy of his vaccination in pre- 
venting the accession of secoudary 
fever. 

Iu some families where both 
smallpox and varioloid disease 
preveiled, some of the members 
who had been vaccinated had an 
attack of fever corresponding to 
eruptive fever, but without being 
succeeded by eruption, and in 
others a rash, not unlike scarlati- 
na, made its appearance. That 
vaccination is not that complete 
preservative against smallpox 
which we at first hoped it would 
prove, many instances have com- 
pletely demonstrated, yet its effi- 
cacy is still very considerable. 
In hundreds of cases has it proved 


almost every instance have the 
symptoms of the disease that has 
succeeded it, been mitigated 
through its influence. Should 
smallpox show itself among you, 
I would recommend your trying 
re-vaccination. If the vaccine vi- 
rus becomes effete through time, 
by this plan you will renew it. 
Ihave very repeatedly this au- 
tumn vaccinated those who vad 
smallpox or cow pock at a former 
period. In my own family the 
arms inflamed very much the day 
after the insertion of the virus ; 
this continued two or three days 
with intolerable itching and some 
sense of soreness in the axilla, 
and dried away about the fifth 
day. One of the children, how- 
ever, near twelve years of age, 
had the vaccine vesicle form reg- 
ularly, and go through its vari- 
ous stages, as if she had never 
been previously vaccinated. The 
same thing has happened to me 
in many other instances, particu- 
larly when vaccinated some tea 
or fifteen years ago. Would not 
these persons have been liable to 
take smallpox had they been ex- 
posed to the contagion? My own 
opizion is that they would ;--l 
therefore have adopted re-vacci- 
nation. I consider it as a test if 
the constitution is secured against 
smallpox infection. Should the 
re-vaccination succeed, and the 
person have the vaccine disease 
regularly, I feel that confidence 
in his security against smallpox 
which experieace justifies me the 
cow pock bestows. Ifthe arm, 
as most frequently happens, in- 
flames and dries away ina few 
days, tae constitution has not I 
think as yet been deprived of the 
security which it had previously 
received. Ihave in no instasce 
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seen smallpox or varioloid disease 
occur in a person who had been 
re-vaccinated, in whom the arm 
had been sufficiently inflamed. In 
all cases the vaccine matter must 

roduce inflammation when it is 
inserted into the arm. 

These, my dear Sir, are the 
principal facts that at present 
suggest themselves to me; should 
any explanation be required in re- 
gard to them, I shall be most happy 
to give it. I remain, &c. yours, 

Wituiam Bruce AcMmon. 


If. 


Medical Report of the Weather 
and Prevalent Diseases for the 
last three months. 


By Joun Gornam, M.D. 


From the time of the equinox 
until the middle of November, 
1827, the season was cool, rainy 
and boisterous. About the 12th 
of November there was a fall of 
two or three inches of snow, 
which was succeeded by cold and 
dry weather; the thermometer 
for a week being below the freez- 
ing point. During the first fort- 
night of December, the weather 
was milder, but wet; storms of 
rain with high winds from S. E. 
to N. E. beiag frequent. In the 
third week, it became clearer 
and colder, and on one day the 
thermometer stood at Sdeg. The 
weather in January, until the 21st, 
was remarkably mild and open. 
From that time till the 25th it 
was very cold, the thermometer 
when at the lowest standing at 
—2 deg. Since then it has been 
above freezing. About three inch- 
es of snow fell during the month. 
Until the occurrence of the 
cold weather in November, the 
city, notwithstanding the season 
had been cool and wet, was re- 


markably healthy. It became 
less so after the appearance. of 
snow. Continued fever, of which 
some cases occurred in Septem- 
ber and October, began to in- 
crease. In general it was of a 
mild character, and after the use 
of an emetic and cathartic readily 
yielded to the action of antimony 
in alterative doses, and occasional 
urgatives. This was particular- 
y the case in children, who con- 
stituted a larger proportion than 
usual of its subjects. The action 
of antimony was most marked and 
beneficial in those cases which 
were accompanied with hot and 
dry skin, frequent and hard pulse 
and white tongue. In cases of 
adults, in whom the pulse was not 
much accelerated, nor the skin 
much above the natural tempera- 
ture, and where the tongue was 
brownish or yellowish, antimony 
was of little use, and it was ne- 
cessary to excite ptyalism by 
mercury. As the season advanc- 
ed, the attacks of this disease 
were, in several instances, more 
severe. The patient was sud- 
denly seized with excruciating 
pain in the back or head, or in 
both, the face was flushed, the 
skin hot and dry, aud the pulse 
full and hard. Such cases ree 
quired and were benefited at an 
early period by copious bleeding, 
ahd the cure was subsoquetil 
completed by evacuation of the 
stomach and bowels, followed by 
alterative doses of antimony and 
calomel. Some of the cases 
Were accompanied with congest- 
ion in the lungs, or at least an af- 
fection of the mucous membrane, 
which occasioned an_ irritating 
cough. This however subsided 


in a few days. In others some 
parts of the chest, either the 
sides or sternum, were affected 
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with severe pain, without cough, : 


and were relieved by vesication. | 

In December, cases of hoop- 
ing cough became more frequent. 

For the Jast month an affection 
of the mucous membrane of the 
lungs has been the most promi- 
nent disease, and the subjects for 
the most part have been children 
below five years of age. In some 
it assumed the form of influenza, 
in others and the larger number 
it presented the symptoms of 
bronchitis. Some patients were 
attacked suddenly and towards 
night, while in others it was pre- 
ceded by the usual gases of 
a severe catarrh. The inflam- 
mation, with the exception of 
very few cases, was confined to 
the mucous membrane of the 
lungs. The respiration was hur- 
ried, but not laborious, and ap- 
peared to depend less on obstruc- 
tion in the lungs themselves, than 
upon rapidity of the circulation. 
In a large majority of cases the 
disease ran its course regularly 
without any remarkable symp- 
toms, and terminated favorably on 
_ the fifth or seventh day. But it 
is worthy of notice that in a few 
it was accompanied with consid- 
erable pain and tenderness in 
some part of the abdomen, of 
which the patients complained 
much ; and that in such cases it 
required large doses of purgatives 
to move the bowels. 

In a great proportion of cases, 
the violence of the disease was 
subdued in a few days by an emet- 
ic and cathartic followed by small 
doses of antimony and of ipecacu- 
anha alone, or combined with cal- 
omel ; after the third day, when 
mucus began to be copiously se- 
creted, much benefit was derived 
from the occasional administration 
of an emetic. Some cases re- 


il 


quired vesication, and the young- 
er the patient, the more obvious 
was the benefit derived from blis- 
tering. The warm bath, and if 
the patient was very young, warm 
fomentations to the lower extrem- 
ities, were very useful in the 
progress of the disease. The 
cough and secretion of mucus 
continued some days after the 
constitutional excitement had 
abated ; in such cases, if pro- 


‘tracted, the more stimulating ex- 


pectorants, such as garlic, seneka 
root, &c. proved beneficial. Very | 
few cases required the introduc- 
tion of tonics subsequent to the 
disease. 

This disease still continues, but 
hitherto it has had very few vic- 
tims, and these were feeble in- 
fants. 

For three or four months past 
there have been more cases of 
puerperal fever than -usual, and 
most of them were severe and 
dangerous. 

The Scarlatina, Enanthesis Ro- 
salia of Dr. Good, has made tts 
appearance, and it is worthy of 
remark that this disease followed 
the bronchitis of 1812, 1824, and 
1825. 

Within ten days several cases 
have occurred of intense pain 
over the eye, producing an in- 
flamed appearance of that organ, 
and a copious secretion of tears, 
and affecting the nostril on the 
same side like catarrh. This 
very distressing complaint, which 
can hardly be called hemicrania, 
resists the depletive system, and 
is not even ameliorated by gene- 
ral and local bloodletting, emet- 
ics, cathartics, or blistering. It 
soon yields, however, to repeated 
doses of the compound powder of 
ipecacuanha and powdered guia- 
cum, and subsequently cinchona 
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in powder, or the sulphate of qui- 
nina. It is provably a rheumatic 
affection. 

The smalipox, and its modifica- 
tion the varioloid, have appeared 
in this vicinity within the last 
three months ; but do not now ex- 
ist. An account of these cases 
will be given in a future number. 

‘Boston, Feb. 4th. 


IV. 
HOSPITAL BEPORT. 


Dislocation of the Os Humeri, 
with Fracture of the Neck of the 
Bone. 


Fes. 2, 1828.—Entered the Mass. 
Gen. Hospital a young man, who had 
had a severe injury in the arm, four 
weeks previous to this day.. His arm 
had been caught in the strap of some 
machinery at Waltham, and torn out 
from its socket, and the cs humeri 
fractured at its neck, just on the out- 
side of the joiut, Dr, Apams being 
called, made some attempts at re- 
ducing the dislocation; but having 
no control of the head of the bone, 
on account of the fracture, ho found 
it impracticable to make any im- 
pression on it. He therefore secur- 
ed the fractured bone ar4 waited till 
the third week, when, finding the 
bone united, he brought the patient 
to Boston, and took the advice of 
Dr. Warren as to the expediency 
of an attempt to reduce the bone, 
still out of its socket. Dr. W. 
thought that the union of the bone 
was too recent to bear the applica- 
tion of force sufficient to reduce the 
dislocation, and recommended to wait 
the expiration of four weeks before 
making an effort at reduction, 

At the end of this time he came 
into the hospital, and on examination 
the head of the os humeri was felt in 
the axilla. The neck of the bone 
appeared firmly united and some- 
what eniarged by callus. The pa- 
tient, a muscular young man of 
19, was informed that a trial might 


be made to reduce the arm to its 
socket, That the success of the 
operation was uncertain ; first, on ac- 
count of the ossific matter thrown 
out near the articulation; second, 
the possibility of a separation of the 
fracture ; and, third, the duration of 
the dislocation ; which, though not 
always an insuperable difficulty, was 
so frequently. The patient, wishing 
the trial to be made, was placed oa 
w seat in the operating theatre, A 
sheet being passed round the body 
and a band over the scapula of the 
injured side, were confined by cords 
to a staple on the opposite side of 
the room. The pullies were then 
attached to the injured arm above 
the elbow, in a direction to draw a 
litle above a horizontal line. All 
things being ready, Dr. Avams wag 
requested to open a vein in the sound 
arm of the patient and draw blood 
till he was faint, This being effects 
ed, the pullies were put in operation, 
The management of the scapula was 
committed to Dr. Haywarp, assist- 
ant surgeon of the Hospital. ‘Thea 
Dr. seizing the affected 
arm, operated with it asa lever, to 
break away the adhesions it had 
formed. ‘The power of the pullies 
was gradually increased, and, with 
occasional intervals, but never auy 
relaxation, was kept increasing for 
half an hour. ‘The patient’s courage 
was now exhausted, and he begged’ 
to be let alone. ‘The power was in- 
creased till it required the strength 
of one person to draw the cord of 
the pullics. Now, the surgeon plac- 
ing his knee under the head of the 
bone, used it as a fulcrum to raise the 
head of the os humeri from its place, 
The adhesious were heard to crack, 
and some fears were entertained that 
the fracture cracked also. ‘The exe 
tending power was increased a little, 
and then suddenly relaxed, and the 
bone resting on the knee of the sur- 
geon was thrown up 3 aod came into 
its socket with an audible noise,—to 
the great satisfaction of the patient ; 
who at once recovered his arm and 
was released from his pain. 
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little inconvenience followed 
the use of this violence. None of 
the exposed parts swelled, and in 
three days he left the hospital with 
the use of his arm restored. 


SELECTED FROM FOREIGN JOUR- 
NALS. 


Japanese Midwifery.—Some in- 
teresting notes oa this subject 
have been transmitted to Europe 
by M. Von Siebold, a Dutch phy- 
sician settled in this island, who 
promises to make us better ac- 
quaiated with their obstetrics by 
and by. It seems they have books 
of their own upon the subject of 
midwifery, but that since the year 
1774 they have paid artention to 
tne iterature and practice of Eu- 
ropeans. One piece of practice 
Von Siebold thinks might be in- 
trodaced with advantage among 
us: it consists in preparing the 
pregnant woman for an easy de- 
livery, by rubbing her from the 
flanks down the abdomen—an art 
in which the natives are very ex- 
pert, and the exercise of which is 
a particular business. 


During the first two or three 
days of its existence, the child 
(instead of milk) is fed with a 
farrago of medical and aromatic 
vegetables, mixed together, to 
the amount of a dozen, and the 
whole plan of treatment, both of 
parent and child, appears to be 
rough and rude. 


Wound of the Knee-Joint.--W. 
P. a cooper, xt. 19, whilst at 
work, about the middle of May, 
wounded the inside of the right 
- knee-joint with an axe. There 
was a good deal of bleeding, but 
as far as he could tell, no dis- 
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charge of synovia. Sttapping and 
a bandage were applied, but ia 
two or three days, he observed a 
considerable quantity of ‘ joint 
oil” flowing from the part. He 
now came to Guy’s Hospital as 
an out-patient, and was doing 
well, when he met with a fall, 
which brought on much infamma- 
tion, &c. By dint of leeches, lo- 
tions, and rest, this was greatly 
subdued, and on the 20th of June, 
he entered the hospital under the 
care of Mr. Key. At this time 
the joint was much swollen, and 
very painful on motion, and in 
moving the patelia a grating sen- 
sation was distinguished. On the 
inside of the patella was a wound, 
half an inch long, filled with flor- 
id and elevated granulations, and 
having apparently at that time no 
communications with the joint. 
Pulse quick---tongue furred. 
Leeches, xx.—-colocynth and calomel 
—asmall poultice. Next day, lint 
was applied to the wound, and a 
bandage kept constantly wet with 
spirit lotion, which was laid on its 
outer side and supported on pil- 
lows. Saline draught containing 
$ of a grain of tartar emetic three 
times aday. The fluid became 
gradually absorbed, and on the 8th 
of July, the joint was of its natu- 
ral size, and motion performed 
with ease. The wound had not 
quite healed. 

This brief case shows of what 
importance rest is in the manage- 
ment of inflamed or diseased 
joints. A man may leech, and lo- 
tion, and bandage, as much as he 
will, but as long as the patient is 
gadding about, so long will all this 
treatment be labor iu vain. If, 
however, you put that patient in 
bed, and keep the joint perfectly 
quiet by means of a roller, you 
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will have done more towards his 
cure in ten days, than, under the 
former circumstances, you would 
probably have done in the same 
number of months. 


BOSTON, TUFSDAY, FEB. 19, 1828. 


EDITORS’ NOTICE. 

Tue proprietors of the New-Eng- 
land Journal of Medicine and Surge- 
ry have been induced by important 
considerations to give it a new form. 
Seventeen years have expired since 
the publication of that journal, the 
first periodical work on medicine in 
’ the New-England states. The ear- 
lier volumes being exhausted, and 
their number being too great to be 
obtained by new subscribers, it was 
thought best to discontinue it ; and it 
being understood that the profession 
generally were of opinion that a 
more frequent publication would be 
subservient to their actual wants, it 
has been judged best to adopt the 
present form. For this purpose, the 
property of the Boston Medica! In- 
telligeacer has been united to that 
of the New-England Journal. Whe- 
ther it will be continued in this form 
will be determined by experiment. 
The list of subscribers being now 
large, it will go forwards in some 
shape or other; and efforts will not 
be wanting to make it useful. As it 
is devoted to no party nor institution, 
the Editors offer it to the medical 
profession as a vehicle for such pub- 
lications as they may wish to make ; 
and they hope by it to be able to 
bring out the talent of this part of 
the country. It is their intention to 
introduce the practice of the Massa- 
ehusetts General Hospital, especially 


the surgical part, whenever any thing — 


interesting occurs in it; and to go 
back through the journals of that in. 
stitution for the selection of useful 
facts. In the present number, a 
small part of that journal has been 
published by itself; but a larger por. 
tion will be found included in one of 
the papers of this number.—It is in- 
tended torender this publication a 
vehicle of communication between 
medical practitioners by an account 
of prevalent diseases ; which will 


probably be of use in facilitating the 


practice of physicians in the current 


disorders. For the same reasona’ 
mortality list will be regularly fure — 


nished. Whenever circumstances 
permit, matter will be introduced 
from foreign journals; and a proper 
communication of important facts 
and discoveries abroad will be an 
object of steady attention. The 
present proprietors having in view 
the utility of the work, have made it 
cheaper than any one of the kind 
containing as much matter, and 33 
weil printed. 

The Editors of the New-England 
Journal cannot take leave of it with- 
out an expression of their thanks to 


the subscribers to that work in its © 


early existence. When begun, it 
was an experiment, for the result of 


which they felt much anxiety ; and _ 


they are proportionately grateful to 


those who contributed to its success; 


especially to some gentlemen, not of 
the medical profession, whose names 
they still find on its rolls, 

The present number of this Jour- 
nal is sent to all the former subscrib- 
ers of the New-England Journal and 


of the Boston Medical Intelligencer, 
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and to many other gentlemen of the 
profession who it is presumed might 
wish to take the work, but who pro- 
bably would have no other means of 
becoming acquainted with it. It is 
requested of all gentlemen who may 
receive this number, if they do not 
wish to become subscribers, that they 
will enclose it in the same way in 
which they receive it and return it 
by mail, directed to “ The Boston 
Medical and Surgical Journal,” 
Boston, The Editors trust that this 
will not be asking too great a favor 
of their brethren of the profession. 
All persons receiving the first num- 
ber, who do not return it in the man- 
ner specified, or who do not in some 
other way decline the work, will be 
considered as. subscribers, and the 
numbers ,will continue to be sent to 
them. 

The Agents of the New-England 
Journal will receive the same num- 
ber of copies as were formerly sent 
them, and they are requested to sig- 
nify to the publisher if they wish 
them to be discontinued, in the same 
way as above described with regard 
to subscribers. And if it be more 
desirable to the subscribers for whom 
they take copies to receive the same 
by mail directly from the publisher, 
they are requested to give informa- 
tion to that effect. 


A meeting of the Counsellors of 
the Massachusetts Medical Society 
was held on the 6th instant. No very 
important business was transacted, 
but a report on the proceedings of 
the Northampton Convention was 
made in part, recommitted and re- 
ferred for discussion to an adjourned 


meeting on the 20th. The proceed- 
ings at this meeting we shall record. 


To Correspondents.—A valuable 
paper from Dr. Roppins on Re-vac- 
cination, a Memoir of Dr. DanrortH, 
and some other articles intended for 
this number, are necessarily _ post- 
poned to the next. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 
DENARCOTIZED OPIUM & LAUDA- 
NUM, EUROPEAN LEECHES, &c. 

OWE & REED, 44, Hanover Street, . 

at the head of Elm Street, have late- 

ly received a supply of Denarcotized Opi- 
um and Laudanum.—Also on hand Euro- 
pean Leeches; fresh Vaccine Matter, 
taken by a physician of this city with 
particular care: together with a large 
stock of drugs of every kind. 

Lowe & Reed, late Reed & Howard, 
keep constantly on hand, their Cure for 
Intemperance, which has recently received 
the approbation of many of the, Physicians 
of this city,—been used by the Society for 
suppressing Intemperance, and adopted in 
the House of Correction as preferable to 
that of Chambers. Price $2.50. A libe- 
ral discount made to charitable Societies. — 


MEDICAL JOURNAL. 

O. 41, of the American Medical Re- 

corder, quarterly Journal, published 

at Philadelphia, for January, 182U—it is 

expected will be ready for delivery in the 

course of the present week. This work 

is conducted by an association of Physi- 

cians of Philadelphia, New-York,and Bal- 

RICHARDSON LORD, 
Agents, Boston. 


NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

In commencing ‘the eleventh year of 
the publication of this Journal, and the 
second of our Editorial labors, we make 
kind acknowledgments to our numerous 
patrons and contributors, and respectfully 
state to them, and to the profession gene- 


‘rally, that with increased advantages, 


nothing will be left undone to render the 
work still more valuable and interesting. 
Free from the dogmas of particular 
sects, from the trammels of schools ; unin- 
fluenced by faction aud unconnected 
with party, our pages are ever open to 
fair and honorable discussion. In our 
analysis of domestic and foreign publica- 
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tions, we shall aim to separate the dross 
from the purer metal; to collect, and 
ace within as short a compass as posti- 
fe, all the important practical informa- 
tion they may contain; and whilst we 
are ready to award credit where due, and 
praise where deserving, we shall not fail 
to expose error, falsehood ind misrepre- 
sentation, wherever they may be found. 

We intended to have published in the 
present number, the prize essay on Ty- 
phus Fever, but owing to the length, and 
bad writing of some of the essays, the ex- 
aminers have not been able to fin’sh 
them; the si ccessful one, however. wiil 
be published in, our sext. 

We flatter ourselves that the translation 
of Dr. Popken’s Essay, with the additions 
of the translator, Dr. Miner, will be found 
highly interesting. It gives us pleasure 
to state that Dr. M. is engaged in trans- 
lating from the French and Italian lan- 
guages, some interesting medical informa- 
tion for this Journal. 

Believing it to be a subject of great im- 
portance to every practitioner, we propose 
to continue to devote considerable atten- 
tion to Botany, as immediately connected 
with the indigenous articles of the Mate- 
ria Medica of the United States. We so- 
licit information from the Profession gene- 
rally; plates will be given when neces- 


sary. 
We have been asked why we do not 


avalyze Johnson’s London Medico-Chi- 
rurgical Review. In answer we state, 
that valuable work is composed princi- 
pally of reviews of works, many of which, 
the most interesting to the American read- 
€f, we present ourselves in the same 
shape. To the quarterly periscope of 
Johnson's Journal, we are much indebted 
for the Analecta and extra limit depart- 
ments of our Journal. 

We extend our offer for prize Hospital 
Reports, to Alms-houses throughout the 


country generally. 


Professor Froriep, of Wiemar, is res- 
pectfully informed that his communica- 
tions, together with the German Works, 
have been received, and his proposed ar- 
rangement accepted with pleasure. 

For want of room, we are compelled to 


omit a number of translations from the 


French and German. From the same 
cause, we om.:t the communications of 
Drs. Worthington and Miner; they shall 
appear in our next number. 

The communication of Dr. Frazer, of 


Tennessee, has been accidentally mis. 
laid. We should be obliged to Dr. F. for 
another copy of it. a 

Drs. J. Leo Wolf, of New-York ; Stout, 
of Bethlehem, Pa. ; and Horton, of On 
ange county, N. Y. are respectfully in. 
formed, we shall be glad to receive their 
communications in time for the July 
number. 

Communications intended for the origi. 
nal department of our Journal, to ensure 
their publication in the number after be. 
ing received, must be handed in about 
the middle of the months of publication, 
viz. January, April, July and October, 


RETROSPECTIVE REVIEW. 
We purpose in our future numberf, fo 
establish a new department, and to fur 
nish a separate article as a Retrospective 


Review. It will contain an analysis, sum. 


mary, or Critical notice, of such writi 
as in their day were considered as stan- 
dard works, but which have now become 
obsolete, or very much neglected, on ae- 
count of the improvements or the multi. 
plicity of the books of the present age, 
The number and importance of the auzil 
iary sciences, which are now studied as 
necessary preliminaries to a_ thorough 
knowledge of medicine, are so great, as to 
leave the student but little time to consult 
many of the original authors, to whose en- 
terprising and persevering labors our pro- 
fession is the most deeply indebted. Such 
a department, therefore, though it may 
convey but little information to those who 
are already learned, if judiciously man 
aged, cannot fail of being of essential ser 
vice to students by abridging their labor, 
and converting them to the proper objects. 
It is intended to notice none but works of 
real merit, or such as have had an impot- 
tant influence upon the theory and _prae- 
tice of physic, surgery, &c. Should the 
crowd of valuable original and sclected 
matter, which has already much accumv- 
lated upon us allow us room, we shall in- 
sert the first article of the proposed Re- 
trospective Review, in the Recorder of 
April next. ‘The state of medical science 
is such in our country, that a compilation 
of this kind cannot fail of being useful 
and interesting, and we doubt not will 
meet theapprobation and encouragement 
of our readers and patrons. 

ic Subscriptions for this work receiv- 
ed by RICHARDSON & LORD, Boston. 


Published weekly, by Joun Corton, at 184, Washington St. corner of Franklin St., t 
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_ paid in advance, three dollars and a half if not paid within three months, and four dollarsif 
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